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Elihu -Vedder, the famous illustrator of 
" Omar Khayyam," has recently been making a 
wonderful series of decorative paintings for the 
house of C. P. Huntington, in New York, and 
the library of Bowdoin College. Only a few of 
these have been even privately exhibited. A 
number of them will be reproduced in an article 
on Mr. Vedder's recent work which Mr. W. C. 
Brownell has written for the February Scribner. 

A fully illustrated article on Copper, Steel, 
and Bank-note Engraving, by C. W. Dick- 
inson, Jr., is to be one of the features of 
the Popular Science Monthly for March. It de- 
scribes the work of the earliest engravers on 
metal, explains the nature of aquatint, mezzotint, 
stipple, rouletting, and line engraving, and tells 
how the counterfeiting of bonds and bank notes 
is made difficult by the employment of a variety 
of kinds of engraving, and by the use of in- 
genious ruling machines and lathes. The illus- 
trations include a reproduction of Durer's Saint 
Hubert, samples of stipple and line engraving 
and of the work done by the cycloidal and ged- 
metrical lathes. 

Harper's Bazar for. February 2 contains a por- 
trait and sketch of Amalia Kiissner, a young girl 
from Indiana barely twenty-three years old, who 
two years ago came to New York, alone and a 
stranger, with only her brave heart and her deft 
hand, and who, in the two years has achieved a 
phenomenal success. Her miniatures are in 
great demand, and she has painted scores of 
society women, beauties, belles, and leaders of 



fashion, having more orders than she can fill, 
and charging very large sums for her work. In 
the same number of the Bazar are also a number 
of her most charming portraits in miniature. 
The fashion features are as usual extremely at- 
tractive ; and the short story, "Salvage," by 
Grace Livingston Furness, is full of quaint Nan- 
tucket phraseology and dry humor. 



Outing for February contains the following 
description of Indian courtship : 

"Sometimes grown impatient, or confident of 
her willingness to meet him if only she knew of 
his proximity, he will contrive ingeniously to 
post himself so that the moonlight casts the 
shadow of his statuesque figure upon the side of 
her tepee. We saunter past just as the low 
lodge curtain parts and closes behind the maid- 
en's lithe figure. The statue in the moonlight 
makes an eager step forward, stretches his 
blanket the length of his brawny arms and folds 
thcgirl into it. There is only one figure again- 
one shadow — but you may be sure that now it 
does not fall on the white slope of the lodge. 
We saunter more slowly and glance out of the 
corners of our eyes, for to take direct notice 
would be the height of rudeness. Etiquette hides 
those two in a veil like that with which the gods 
invested the royal lovers of Carthage. But we 
know that they are swaying back and forth in 
the dim moonlight, whispering to each other 
with such rubbing of faces and affectionate coo- 
ing as tells the old story in every language." 

The Season for February just out, comes in 
unusually fine shape. The double colored 
plate 1, 089 shows seven handsome designs 
for street and reception, with two pretty colored 
costumes for the little miss. The pretty new 
colors are beautifully combined and handsomely 
draped. Plate 1,092 shows two exquisite skating 
costumes, and plate 1,093 shows evening dresses, 
theater gowns, and some pretty new styles of 
arranging the hair. Space will not admit of even 
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a brief mention of the handsome and seasonable 
styles shown for ladies' and children's wear. 
Throughout the entire book new features and . 
new beauty appear on every page. The art 
work is beautifully illustrated, and many new 
kinds as well as new patterns are well brought 
out, and very plain and practical in their descrip- ■ 
tions. Attention is particularly called to the 
handsome designs for drawing room and parlor 
decorations, and to the pretty dolls' furniture 
and outfits so pleasing to the little ones, and 
especially welcome for the holiday preparations. 
The Season should be in every home, and should 
be a prominent gift to our friends, say a year's 
subscription as a Christmas gift. 



Always fresh and original, Burpee's Farm 
Annual for 1895, is even better than ever 
before. The cover is most artistic and 
beautiful ; lithographed in ten colors, it shows 
on the front an attractive bouquet of the new 
sweet peas, now so fashionable, while on the 
rear is a bird's-eye view of Fordhook Farm, 
where many of Burpee's seeds are grown and 
where there were conducted the past season 
more than six thousand trials of vegetables and 
flowers grown from seed. This catalogue is 
really a complete book on seeds, as it contains 
174 pages, besides several colored plates and 
special circulars. The illustrations, 400 in num- 
ber, are all true to ■ nature, being mostly 
engraved from photographs, while the descrip- 
tion of both new and standard seeds are note- 
worthy for their accuracy. Messrs. W. Atlee 
Burpee & Co. make the nominal charge of ten 
cents for the Farm Annual, which is less than 
actual cost of publication, but will be pleased to 
mail a copy free to any of our readers who 
intend to purchase seeds this spring. It con- 
tains much useful information which cannot be 
had in any other form, and we strongly recom- 
mend all who have ' occasion to buy seeds to 
consult the catalogue of these well-known Phila- 
delphia seed growers. 



